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1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
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1 2. Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: DE 198 09 619 A (MANNESMANN VDO AG) 9 September 
1999 (1999-09-09) 

Document Dl is considered the prior art closest to 
the subject matter of claim 1 and discloses (the 
references between parentheses refer to that 
document) : a chip card housing (figure 1) comprising 
a first (slide 19) and a second (carriage 10) 
central part, it being possible to move the first 
central part by a drive (tension spring 51, 
column 4, line 41ff.), and the housing also 
comprising a locking element (26, 27) which can be 
actuated by the first central part. In addition, 
the two central parts can mutually entrain the other 
by means of a coupling element (45) and the second 
central part comprises entraining elements 
(holder 28) for co-operation with the chip 
card (11) . 



The subject matter of claim 1 differs from Dl in 
that locking occurs in the read position and the two 
central parts co-operate such that once the locking 
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has been released the second central part is 
entrained by the first central part. 

The stibject matter of claim 1 is thus novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 

The present invention can therefore be considered to 
address the problem of devising a chip card housing 
which locks the card in the read position so that it 
is safe from manipulation and which at the same time 
is low in height. 

There is nothing in Dl to indicate that the two 
central parts should be allowed to co-operate as 
claimed in the present application. The solution to 
the problem of interest as proposed in claim 1 thus 
involves an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), 

Claims 2 to 5 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 
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